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SECTION A: READING   (20 MARKS) 

 
             I. Read the passage given below: 
 
            1. “Why does humanity need Superman?” wrote Lois Lane, the reporter from the 

Superman series. It’s a very relevant question in our context too. Why do we need 
superheroes? We are all enchanted by the action sequences in superhero movies, and 
also by how the superhero can always save the day – and with good reasons. 
2. If you’re trying to guess what it is, you can forget about powers like super-strength, 
laser vision, or — our personal favourite — the ability to consume any type of matter in 
the universe. The underlying reason we’re so enamoured of them is quite possibly the 
best superhero power – the way they can inspire and motivate us. From the smallest 
boy and girl wonders, to the oldest Captains – each superhero has had their own lesson 
to impart unto all of us. 
3. Whether it’s Batman saving Gotham city, Superman saving humanity, or our very own 
Krissh saving his fellow countrymen – we need superheroes because they give us the 
hope and strength we need to fight the injustice we encounter today. It’s like Batman 
once said, “Sometimes the truth isn’t good enough. Sometimes people deserve more. 
Sometimes people deserve to have their faith rewarded.” 
4. Yes, it’s true that we need faith today, when we know a lot tends to go wrong, whether 
it is with regard to terrorism, or growing crime – people need the hope and strength 
they get from superheroes. That’s why we need superheroes, because of how they give 
us a sense of right, which helps us fight the injustice happening around us. It was best 
summarized by Superman when he said that “There is a superhero in all of us, we just 
need the courage to put on the cape,” and by Batman in the Dark Knight, when he said 
that “You either die a hero or live long enough to see yourself become the villain.” 
5. So, every time we choose to see a superhero movie, it gives us a nudge to fight the 
unjust with our own ideas or capabilities. Every child and adult that watches superhero 
movies will be motivated to rise above the injustice happening in the real world. It’s 
not just about the power, but also the principle. 

            6. You and I can also be a superhero just by helping our neighbours, and by standing 
against what is wrong. Whether the situation is political or apolitical, injustice can be 
fought with thoughts of righteousness and courage. 
7. From the day we are born, we are told that power corrupts, and absolute power 



corrupts absolutely, but superheroes fan our subconscious desire for greatness. They 
also teach us that the greatest power is the integrity that keeps us from going down 
the wrong path. None of us will ever leap a tall building in a single bound, change 
the course of a mighty river, or bend steel with our bare hands but we can always 
return that lost wallet with its contents intact, tell the truth when it matters, stand 
our ground when it’s easier to walk away and unto others as we would want them to 
do unto us.  

            Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions by choosing the     
            correct option:                                                                                       (10X1=10 marks)                                                                                                              
                                                                                                    
            (i) Identify the sentence where the word “bestow” has been used incorrectly. 
            (a) He was ever-ready to take blame on himself and bestow praise on others. 
            (b) During the ceremony, the Prime Minister will bestow medals of honour to 
                the brave soldiers who rescued their comrades. 
           (c) The king will bestow a title and land to the man who saved the princess. 
           (d) If you want to avoid a misunderstanding, I bestow you to consider your words 
               before speaking. 
          (ii) According to the writer, how can a common man become a superhero? 
           1. Bend steel, change the course of rivers 
           2. Stand up against injustice, return that wallet intact 
           3. Help around the neighbourhood 
          (a) Only 1 (b) 2 and 3 (c) 1 and 3 (d) 1 and 2 
          (iii) Select the option that makes the correct use of “righteousness”, as used in the 
            passage, to fill in the blank space. 
          (a) Both sides in the dispute adopted a tone of moral.................... . 
          (b) The newspaper reports are a.................... of gossip. 
          (c) She was confused about obligation and..................... 
          (d) Cultural contexts bring.................... in international relations. 
          (iv) What is the central idea of the passage? 

         (a) Fight the injustice  
         (b) Superheroes are necessary 
         (c) Help your neighbours   
         (d) Save humanity 
         (v) What are the two meanings of “encounter” as used in the passage? 
        1. to experience something unpleasant  
        2. to experience something unexpected 
        3. to affect something  
        4. to cover with a thin layer  
       (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 4 (c) 3 and 4 (d) 2 and 3 

           (vi)   Despite our age and status in life, few enigmatic qualities endear us to superheroes. 
      Select the correct options from below: 
  1. Give our subconscious a desire for greatness 
  2. Have a lesson to bestow 
  3. Inspire and motivate us 
  4. Give us hope to fight the bad  
     (a) 1 and 3 (b) 2 and 4 (c) 3 and 4 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

              (vii) “There is a superhero in all of us; we just need the courage to put on the cape.” By 
          this, Superman is implying that: 



    (a) the cape is heavy and not everyone can bear it 
    (b) we all have special powers 
    (c) the ability to fight the unjust with our own ideas or capabilities is present in all of us 

                 (d) society needs superheroes 
      (viii) Choose the option that suits best as the title for the passage. 
       (a) Humans are superheroes      (b) Humanity needs Superheroes 
       (c) Superheroes are vital to humans ‘lives (d) Humans should help each other  
      (ix) What are the two things we need to fight injustice today?  
      (a) Superpower and superhero (b) Truth and faith 
       (c) Hope and strength              (d) Hope and confidence  
      (x) The author attempts to.................... the readers to fight the unjust. 
      (a) motivate (b) nudge  (c) rebuke (d) put 
 
       II. Read the passage given below: 
 
     Why the government has finally managed to spark interest in the strategic disinvestment of Air India,      
     having received multiple expressions of interest, according to the secretary of 
     the department of investment and public asset management (DIPAM).  
 
 

                                                  
 
1. Why is Air India seeing greater interest now?  
The union government has sweetened the deal for investors as the Air India Ltd. sale evoked no response 
initially. This could have possibly encouraged interested buyers. For one, 100% of Air India is up for 
grabs, compared to just 76% earlier. The Government also made a change in the terms of bidding by 
allowing potential investors to bid on the basis of enterprise value, which is equity value plus net debt. As 
a result, investors can determine the amount of Air India’s debt that they would want to take on, rather 
than being saddled with a fixed quantum of debt determined by the government. 
2. Who are the potential bidders for the airline?  

             The names of the bidders have not been officially disclosed. Reports have said the Tata Group and a 
Section of Air India’s staff, along with the US-based firm Interups Inc. are among the suitors for the 
airline. Some reports suggest that low-cost carrier Spice Jet Ltd has also expressed interest. Getting hold of 
Air India will give the Tata Group and Spice Jet a strong domestic presence, with the second highest 
market share by far, after Indigo. Vistara can catch up on network coverage if it buys Air India’s 
operations and can leverage its image of being an aspirational airline, said analysts at Kotak Institutional 
Equities. 
3. What all does debt-laden Air India bring to the table?  
Air India’s international operations and slots are the most coveted by potential acquirers, noted Kotak 
Institutional Equities analysts. The airline also has reasonable reach and network coverage in domestic 
market, which will help potential acquirers gain Considerable scale. The airline brings a lot of debt too but 
most of it is likely to be borne by the government. 
 



4. What will be the likely impact of AI-Tata deal?  
              If the Tata group bags Air India, it could pave way for consolidation in the aviation sector, say analysts 

Tata Sons holds a 51% stake in Vistara and a majority stake in Air Asia India. Air India, Air Asia and 
Vistara accounted for a combined domestic market share of 22.9% in October according to data of the 
DGCA. The deal could make Tata’s the second largest player in the sector after Indigo, which enjoys a 
market share of 55.5%. However, the Tata’s would have to first simplify structures with partners in 
existing airlines 
5. Are there any hurdles for potential bidders?  

             Every asset is valuable only at a certain price. If the eventual bids are high relative to the asset value, 
turning the airline around could be challenging. In any case, the acquirer will need to make radical 
operational changes and cut costs to make the business viable. A group such as the Tata’s, with deep 
pockets and a love for the aviation business, could well be willing to incur losses for longer than others. 
However, unless it streamlines its various aviation operations, it may only be setting up for a bigger failure 
with Air India acquisition. 
 
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions by choosing the correct 
option.                                                                                                                 (10X1=10 marks) 
 
 
(a) To evoke response in Air India Ltd.’s sale the government has: 
(i) given more incentives to investors. (ii) given investors more lucrative offers. 
(iii) further sweetened the deal. (iv) All the above  
(b) The changed bidding terms: 
(i)  offers 76% of Air India’s shares.   
(ii)  does not allow investors to bid on the basis of enterprise value. 
(iii) allows investors to decide the debt they want to take on. 
(iv)  saddles the investors with a fixed amount of debt.  
(c) The word ‘potential’ in Para 1 DOES NOT mean the same as:  
(i) possible  (ii) impractical (iii) prospective (iv) likely   
(d) The suitors for Air India does not include:     
(i) Tata group (ii) US-based firm (iii) Spice jet (iv) Indigo   
 (e) On the basis of the pie chart the highest market share in domestic business is of: 
(i) Tata Group (ii) Go Air (iii) Air India (iv) Indigo   
(f) The word ‘suitors’ in Para 2 means the same as:     
(i)  suppliant (ii) opponent (iii) benefactor (iv) donor   
(g) Air India debt is likely to be borne by:     
(i) Tata Group (ii) The government (iii) Indigo (iv) Vistara   
(h) By bagging the Air India deal Tata Sons will: 
(i)  get consolidation in the aviation sector. 
(ii) get reasonable reach and network leverage in the domestic market. 
(iii) Get of being an aspirational airline leverage. 
(iv)  All the above   
(i) To make business viable the acquirer will need to:  
(i) cut costs. (ii) increase asset value. 
(iii) make radical operational changes. (iv) Both (i) and (iii).   
(j) Choose the option that lists statements that is NOT TRUE. 

  (i) The investors are not allowed to bid on the basis of enterprise value. 
 (ii) Air India has reasonable reach in the domestic market. 
 (iii) Tata Sons holds 51% stake in Vistara. 
(iv)  Every asset is valuable at a certain price.  

 



 
SECTION B: WRITING & GRAMMAR (20 MARKS) 

 
1. You are Rohan/Rohini of Sakinaka,Mumbai.You bought an expensive wrist watch last week.Now you realize that     
     it is not functioning properly. Write a letter to the Manager,Titan Watch works,Mumbai,complaining about it    
    and requesting him to repair it or replace it immediately.                                                          (1X5=5marks)                                                                   
 
2. You are Sunita/Suraj of 4 Grant Road, Dadar.You need accommodation for yourself. Write a letter to the     
    Manager of paying guest service, 15, Aditya Complex, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi, enquiring about the details such as      
    type of accommodation, monthly charges, facilities provided etc.                                              (1X5=5marks)                                                      
 
 
3. Complete the paragraph given below by filling in the blanks choosing the correct option from 

those that follow :( Any four)                                                                                  (4X1=4 marks) 
             There was a panel discussion on television (a)……….news programmes.The host (b)…………the topic 

and raised some questions. One of the participants, Alka, (c)………….that though news programmes are 
(d)………….. us well informed, she felt that (e)…………..were too many of them. 

 
 

   (a) (i) more          (ii) for                   (iii) of                 (iv) about 
   (b)  (i) introduce  (ii) introduced      (iii) introducing   (iv) was introduced 
   (c) (i) saying       (ii) says                (iii)say                 (iv) said 
   (d)  (i) kept          (ii) keep               (iii) keeps            (iv) keeping 
   (e)  (i) them         (ii)there                (iii)their              (iv) theirs 
 
4. The following paragraph has not been edited. There is one error in each line. Write the incorrect 
    word and the correction in your answer sheet against the correct blank number. :( Any four)                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                (4X1=4 marks) 
                                                                                            Error                     Correction 
 
Tourism is one in the biggest businesses                        (a)…….                     …………… 
 in the world generating on least                                     (b) …….                    …………… 
288 million jobs. It is vital for an                                    (c)…….                     …………… 
economies of much countries. But                                  (d)…….                     …………… 
it is a major contributor on climate change.                    (e)…….                     …………… 
 
 
 
5. Read the following conversation given below and complete the paragraph that follows: 
                                                                                                                                                (2X1=2 marks) 
    Vani:    Harika, are you going to join the Dramatics Club with me? 
    Harika: No, I am going to the Adventure Club. 
    Vani:    I too would have joined the Adventure Club, but I am very scared of heights. 
    Harika: If that is the case, join the Dramatics Club. 
 

    
 Vani asked Harika (a)…………………Harika said that (b)……………….To this Vani replied that she 
    too would have joined the Adventure Club, but she was very scared of heights. Harika advised her to join 
   the Dramatics Club. 
 
                           
 



SECTION C: LITERATURE (40 MARKS) 
 
      1. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:                                     (5X1=5 marks) 
 

              He just felt a bit dizzy. Then he flapped his wings once and he soared upwards. “Ga, 
ga, ga, Ga, ga, ga, Gaw-col-ah,” his mother swooped past him, her wings making a loud 
noise. He answered her with another scream. Then his father flew over him screaming. 
He saw his two brothers and his sister flying around him curveting and banking and 
soaring and diving. Then he completely forgot that he had not always been able to fly, 
and commended himself to dive and soar and curve, shrieking shrilly. 

             (a) Pick the most appropriate reason why the young seagull felt dizzy. 
     (i) He hadn’t eaten anything for a day. 
     (ii) He was dizzy with excitement. 
     (iii) He was wary of heights. 
     (iv) He was flying for the first time. 
(b) How would you describe the screams of the seagull in the given extract? 

            (i) Elation   (ii) Bewilderment (iii) Shock   (iv) Protection 
       (c) The line “he completely forgot that he had not always been able to fly” implies the: 
            (i) great confidence the young gull had in his skills. 
            (ii) naturalness of the act of flying for the young seagull. 
           (iii) satisfaction and joy of flying together as a family. 
           (iv) desire of the young seagull to leave his fears behind.                                                                        

      (d) The extract refers to the many movements of the young seagull’s brothers and sister. Choose the       

            option that correctly sequences these movements. 
            (i) The young seagull’s brothers and sister flew by tilting their wings, rose high, 
                 made darting movements and plunged headfirst. 
           (ii) The young seagull’s brothers and sister flew by plunging headfirst, making 
                darting movements, tilted their wings and rose high. 
          (iii) The young seagull’s brothers and sister flew with darting movements, tilted 
                  their wings, rose high and plunged headfirst.                                                                                                        

          (iv) The young seagull’s brothers and sister flew by rising high, plunging headfirst, 
                 making darting movements and tilting their wings. 

    (e) Which of the following mirrors the use of the literary device in “shrieking shrilly”? 

         (i) sparkling saga       (ii) singing soft      (iii) slippery sloppily  (iv) sneeze silently 

                                                        OR 

2. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:                                           
     

              The house—the only one in the entire valley—sat on the crest of a low hill. From this 
height one could see the river and the field of ripe corn dotted with the flowers that 
always promised a good harvest. The only thing the earth needed was a downpour or at 
least a shower. Throughout the morning Lencho—who knew his fields intimately—had 
done nothing else but see the sky towards the north-east. 
 

     (a) Based on the detail of the house’s location, how can it best be described? 
      (i) Majestic (ii) Imposing (iii) Solitary (iv) Unique 



     (b) The field of corn dotted with flowers means that: 
      (i) not a single flower was bigger than a dot. 
      (ii) the flowers were scattered across. 
      (iii) the flowers were shaped like dots. 
      (iv) the flowers had shrunk in size. 
      (c) Lencho wished for a downpour or a heavy shower. Pick the option that lists the 
           correct match for kinds of rain. 

1. heavy rain  (i) light rain that falls in very fine drops 
2. thundrstorm  (ii) very heavy rain, tropical rain 

3. drizzle  (iii) It’s coming down quite strong and you get very wet 
very quickly 

4. torrential rain  (iv) really heavy rain that comes very suddenly 

5. downpour  
(v) is a violent, short-lived weather disturbance 
associated with lightning, thunder and strong, 
gusty winds 

 
     (i) 1-(ii), 2-(iv), 3-(v) 4-(i), 5-(iii) 
     (ii) 1-(iv), 2-(i), 3-(iii) 4-(v), 5-(ii) 
    (iii) 1-(v), 2-(iii), 3-(iv) 4-(ii), 5-(i)    
     (iv) 1-(iii), 2-(v), 3-(i) 4-(ii), 5-(iv) 
 (d) Based on the given extract, what is Lencho NOT likely to think while looking at 
      his field? 

                
          

 
                   

 (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2) (iii) Option (3) (iv)  Option (4) 
     (e) Which quote supports the idea in the given extract? 
      (i) “Farming is a profession of hope.” 
     (ii) “I would rather be on my farm than be emperor of the world.” 
    (iii) “Farming looks mighty easy when your plough is a pencil, and you’re a thousand 
             miles from the corn field.” 
    (iv) “Those too lazy to plough in the right season will have no food at the harvest.” 

 
3. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:                                           (5X1=5 marks) 
 
              Some say the world will end in fire, 

Some say in ice. 
From what I’ve tasted of desire 
I hold with those who favor fire. 
But if it had to perish twice, 



I think I know enough of hate 
To say that for destruction ice 
Is also great 
And would suffice. 

 
    (a) Choose the CORRECT statement about the given poem. 
    (i) Fire and ice are images—they help the readers visualise the power of nature over man. 
    (ii) Fire and ice are symbols—not of natural disasters, but of humanity’s ability to create disasters of 
          its own. 
    (iii) Fire and ice are elements—not of Nature but man-made and possess the ability to create havoc 
           for mankind. 
     (iv) Fire and ice are agents—they change the thinking of mankind from negative to positive and bring harmony 

  (b) Select the option that correctly classifies the connotations for fire and ice, as suggested in the poem. 
 
     1. Rage 2. Violence 3. Indifference  4.Hate  5. Greed 
 
  (i) Fire- 3, 4; Ice- 1, 2, 5      (ii)   Fire- 2, 5; Ice-1, 3, 4 
  (iii) Fire-1, 3, 5; Ice- 2, 4     (iv)  Fire- 1, 2, 5; Ice- 3, 4 
  
 
(c) The poem is a _________, put across by the poet. 
(i) powerful warning   (ii) heart-felt apology 
(iii) earnest appeal      (iv) vengeful threat 
(d) The poet uses the phrasal verb - hold with. Choose the option that DOES NOT indicate a valid phrasal verb. 
  

                                                         
  
         
        (i) Option 1 (ii) Option 2 (iii) Option 3 (iv) Option 4                
 
 
(e) Pick the option that is NOT TRUE about the poet according to the extract. 
       The poet  
(i)   is inclined to believe that the world would most likely end with fire. 
(ii)  has heard divided opinions about the way the world would end in all likelihood. 
(iii) preaches love and kindness to combat the spread of hate among all. 
(iv) declares the power of ice to be as destructive as that of fire. 
 
                                                      OR 
4. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:  
               
              Though to distinguish beasts of prey  

A novice might nonplus, 
The Crocodiles you always may  



               Tell from the Hyena thus; 
 Hyenas come with merry smiles; 
 But if they weep they’re Crocodiles. 

 
 (a) How can a Hyena be recognized? 
 
(i) its colour (ii) its appearance (iii) its size (iv) its smile 

 
(b) Hyenas and crocodiles are ………..in nature. 
 
(i) somewhat different (ii) same (iii) somewhat same (iv) different 
 
(c) Who weeps according to the poet? 
 
(i) crocodile ( ii) alligator (iii) tiger (iv) lion 
 
(d) What is the rhyme scheme of this stanza? 
 
(i) ababcc (ii) aaabcc (iii) ababbc (iv) aabbcc 
  
(e) Who appears before one with merry smiles? 
 
 (i) Hyena (ii) Horse (iii) Crocodiles (iv) Wolf 
 
 
 
5.  Answer ANY FOUR questions from (a) to (e) and ANY TWO questions from (f) to (h) in 40 
     to 50 words each.                                                                                                            (6X3=18 marks) 
 
   (a) What features of a bear are described in the poem? 
   (b) What happened when the sea gull dived at the fish picked up by this mother? 
   (c) What are the twin obligations Nelson Mandela talks about in his speech? 
   (d) “I’ll take the risk “What is the risk? Why does the pilot of the old Dakota take it? 
   (e)  ‘He senses first responsibility’. What responsibility is referred to here? 
   (f) How did the role of the balcony become significant in the story, “The Midnight Visitor”? 
   (g)Why was Dr.Herriot worried about Tricki? 
   (h) How did Anil come to know that Hari Singh had run away with his money? 
6. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in 100-120 words                    (1X6=6marks) 
 
(a) Why did Anne Frank think that she could confide more in her diary than in the people? 
                                                OR 
 (b)In the lesson “A Letter to God”, what moral values does the postmaster display in his behaviour?  
7. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in 100-120 words                    (1X6=6marks) 
 
(a)Write a brief character –sketch of Hari Singh in the light of his honesty. Express your opinion also. 
                                               OR 
(b)Why did Fowler become white faced at the end of the story?  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 


